Welcome to How to Write Better Al Prompts

Imagine sitting across from someone who has all the knowledge in the world—but they’ll only answer
your questions exactly as you ask them. If you’re unclear, vague, or too broad, their answers might leave
you feeling frustrated or confused. That’s exactly how working with Al like ChatGPT can feel sometimes.
It’s not that the Al doesn’t want to help—it just needs the right instructions to give you what you’re looking
for.

That’s where this course comes in.

In How to Write Better Al Prompts, we're going to explore how to unlock the full potential of Al by crafting
prompts that guide it to deliver clear, accurate, and meaningful responses. This isn’t about learning
technical jargon or coding—it’s about mastering the art of communication with Al.

Why Are Prompts So Important?

Think of a prompt as a map. If you hand someone a vague, incomplete map and ask them to find treasure,
they might wander aimlessly or stumble upon the wrong thing. But if your map is clear, detailed, and
specific, they’ll head straight for the treasure every time.

Al works the same way. The quality of its answers depends on the quality of the question—or prompt—
you give it. A great prompt sets the stage for the Al to understand exactly what you need, while a weak
prompt can lead to generic, irrelevant, or even incorrect answers.

What Can You Expect From This Course?

We’'ll dive into the different ways you can craft prompts to achieve the results you want, whether you're
asking for advice, brainstorming creative ideas, or digging into complex topics. We'll talk about:

e How to make your prompts clear and specific.

e How to avoid vague or misleading questions.

e How to tailor prompts for different purposes—like generating creative content or solving
problems.

e How to guide Al to provide balanced, neutral, and verified responses.

But most importantly, we’ll focus on making this simple and practical. By the end of this course, you'll feel
confident in your ability to work with Al effectively, whether for professional tasks, creative projects, or
personal exploration.

A Quick Example

Let’s say you want to know about exercise. If you ask, “Tell me about exercise,” you'll likely get a generic
response like:

“Exercise is good for your health.”



That’s fine, but it’s not helpful.

Now, imagine you ask this instead: “What are the best low-impact exercises for someone recovering from
a knee injury?” Suddenly, the Al has context, focus, and a clear direction. You’re much more likely to get a
detailed, relevant answer that actually helps.

This is the difference How to Write Better Al Prompts will teach you to make.
A Few Things to Keep in Mind
As you go through this course, remember:
1. Alis a tool, not a mind reader. The clearer you are in your prompts, the better the Al can assist
you.
2. You’rein control. This course will show you how to guide the Al, so you get the answers you need.
3. Learning is iterative. If a response isn’t what you expected, it’s not a failure. It’s an opportunity to

refine your prompt and improve.

So, let’s get started! In the next lesson, we’ll jump into the foundational principles of prompt design and
explore why specificity, context, and structure are your best friends when working with Al.



What Are Prompts?

Prompts are the instructions or questions you provide to an Al to generate responses. They serve as the
foundation for effective communication, guiding the Al to deliver relevant, accurate, and actionable
information. A well-crafted prompt can significantly enhance the quality of the response, making it more
aligned with your goals. Prompts can vary in complexity, from simple questions to detailed, multi-layered
instructions.

Examples
Simple Prompt: "What is the capital of France?"
Response: "The capital of France is Paris."

Pros:

Quick and Efficient — Provides an immediate, direct answer.
Factual and Reliable — No room for ambiguity or misinterpretation.
Easy to Process — No unnecessary details or complexity.

Cons:

X Limited Depth — Does not provide any additional context or interesting insights.

X No Flexibility — If more information is needed (e.g., history, significance), another question must be
asked.

X Not Engaging — A simple fact without elaboration may not encourage deeper thought or discussion.

Descriptive Prompt: "Write a summary of the causes of World War I."
Response: A concise summary detailing the political, economic, and social factors that led to the war.

Pros:

Informative and Educational — Provides more context and background than a simple response.
Useful for Learning — Helps readers understand a complex topic in a digestible way.

Balanced Approach — Offers enough detail without overwhelming the reader.

Cons:

X Subject to Bias or Oversimplification — A summary may unintentionally emphasize some causes over
others.

> May Lack Nuance — Complex historical events may not be fully captured in a brief summary.

X Not Interactive — Doesn’t invite further discussion or exploration unless the user asks follow-up
questions.

Creative Prompt: "Generate a short story about a detective solving a mystery in space."
Response: A unique and imaginative story based on the provided theme.

Pros:



Engaging and Entertaining — Sparks creativity and can be enjoyable to read.
Customizable — Allows for flexibility in tone, style, and storytelling elements.
Expands Thinking — Encourages creative problem-solving and exploration of new ideas.

Cons:

X Unpredictable Quality — The generated story may not always match the user’s expectations.

X Subjectivity in Creativity — Some users may find the style or plot unsatisfactory.

X Takes More Time — Requires more effort to generate and review compared to factual responses.

Specific Prompt: "Provide three actionable tips for improving workplace communication."
Response: Three clearly defined strategies for enhancing communication at work.

Pros:

Practical and Usable — Offers immediate value by suggesting clear actions.
Structured and Organized — Easy to follow and implement.

Can Be Applied Broadly — Useful for individuals, teams, and organizations alike.

Cons:

X May Be Too Generalized — Some workplaces may need more customized solutions.

X Lack of Depth — Actionable tips may not fully explore the complexities of communication challenges.
X Assumes One-Size-Fits-All — Not all suggestions may be relevant for every workplace or situation.

Reflection Points
e How do the examples above differ in clarity and specificity?
e What impact does adding context or detail have on the quality of the response?
e How might you adjust your prompts to achieve more targeted results?

Action Items
1. Practice Crafting Prompts: Write three different prompts (simple, descriptive, and specific) and
test the responses to understand their effectiveness.
2. Analyze Responses: Compare how the Al responds to vague versus detailed prompts. Reflect on
what works and what doesn’t.
3. Experiment with Context: Take one prompt and refine it by adding background details or
specifying the desired format to see how the response improves.

By understanding and applying these principles, you can create prompts that are not only effective but
also aligned with your specific needs and objectives.



How Can | Write Prompts That Get Clear and Accurate Answers?

When interacting with Al, the quality of your response depends on the quality of your prompt. Think of a
prompt like giving directions: the clearer and more specific you are, the more likely you'll arrive at the
result you want. Vague prompts often lead to generic or incomplete answers, while well-crafted ones guide
the Al to provide detailed, accurate, and relevant responses. By learning how to refine your prompts, you
can unlock the full potential of Al tools, ensuring they become an effective partner in solving problems,
generating ideas, or completing tasks.

Examples

1. Vague Prompt: "Tell me about animals."

Response: "Animals are living organisms found all over the world." (Broad and unhelpful for most
purposes.)

2. Specific Prompt: "Provide a detailed description of the habitat and diet of snow leopards."
Response: "Snow leopards live in mountainous regions of Central and South Asia. Their diet
includes blue sheep, ibex, and small mammals such as marmots."

3. Contextual Prompt: "Explain the concept of photosynthesis in a way a 10-year-old can
understand."

Response: "Photosynthesis is how plants make their own food using sunlight, water, and air. It's
like a recipe for energy!"

4. Structured Prompt: "List three strategies for improving workplace productivity, with one sentence
explaining each strategy."

Response: "1. Set clear goals—this keeps teams focused. 2. Minimize distractions—turn off
notifications to stay on task. 3. Encourage breaks—short rests improve concentration."

Reflection Points to Think About

e  Why does a specific prompt produce a more focused answer than a vague one?
e How does including context (such as the audience or purpose) change the quality of the response?
e What are some examples of prompts you've written that could be improved with these principles?

Action Items

1. Rework a Vague Prompt: Choose a past prompt you’ve used and rewrite it to include more details
and context. Test both versions and compare the results.

2. Create Three Prompts: Write one broad prompt, one specific prompt, and one contextual prompt.
Evaluate how each response aligns with your goal.

3. Challenge Yourself with Complexity: Write a detailed prompt that includes a specific format or
audience (e.g., "Explain Al to a beginner in three sentences"). Analyze how structure impacts
clarity.

By taking the time to craft better prompts, you'll not only get more accurate answers but also save time
and effort, turning Al into a true collaborator for your needs.



What'’s the Best Way to Structure a Prompt for Creative Responses?

When you’re looking for creative responses from Al, the way you frame your prompt matters. Think of it
as setting the stage for imagination to thrive. Creative prompts encourage the Al to explore possibilities
and go beyond straightforward or factual answers. By using open-ended language, providing context, and
sometimes adding constraints, you can inspire innovative ideas, unique solutions, or engaging narratives.
Structuring your prompt thoughtfully allows you to unlock the Al’s creative potential in a way that aligns
with your vision.

Examples

1. Open-Ended Prompt: "Write a story about an unlikely friendship."
Response: A short story about a fox and a rabbit teaming up to solve a mystery.

2. Contextual Prompt: "Imagine you’re a historian 100 years in the future. Write an account of the
most significant event of this century."
Response: A speculative historical account of a global shift to renewable energy.

3. Constraints for Creativity: "Create a poem about time, but each line must start with the letter T."
Response: A poem exploring time, with each line adhering to the specified rule.

4. Combining Ideas: "Describe a futuristic city inspired by ancient Roman architecture."
Response: A vivid depiction of a city blending advanced technology with Roman arches and
aqueducts.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How do open-ended prompts encourage the Al to be more creative?
e What role do context and constraints play in shaping creative responses?
e Can you think of times when adding too many details in a prompt stifled creativity?

Action Items

1. Test Open-Ended Prompts: Write a broad, open-ended prompt (e.g., "Describe a magical world")
and analyze how the Al interprets it.

2. Experiment with Constraints: Add a unique constraint to a creative prompt (e.g., "Write a story in
under 100 words") and see how it influences the response.

3. Combine Concepts: Write a prompt that merges two unrelated ideas (e.g., "Imagine a chef who
cooks with emotions instead of ingredients") and explore the results.

By structuring your prompts with creativity in mind, you can guide the Al to produce responses that
surprise, inspire, and delight, while still aligning with your intended outcomes.



How Can | Get Detailed Explanations from an Al Using Prompts?

Getting detailed explanations from Al starts with crafting prompts that encourage depth and clarity. Think
of your prompt as a guide that tells the Al exactly what kind of information you’re looking for and how
much detail you need. By being specific, asking for step-by-step explanations, or even requesting
examples, you can transform a general response into one that’s thorough and actionable. A well-
structured prompt ensures that the Al understands your needs and delivers insights that align with your
expectations.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Explain gravity."
Response: "Gravity is the force that attracts objects toward each other." (Basic and brief.)

2. Detailed Prompt: "Explain how gravity works on Earth, including the role of mass and distance,
and provide examples."
Response: "Gravity on Earth is the force that pulls objects toward the planet’s center. It depends
on the mass of the objects and the distance between them. For example, Earth’s gravity keeps the
Moon in orbit, while a person on Earth is held to the ground by the same force."

3. Step-by-Step Prompt: "Provide a step-by-step explanation of how the heart pumps blood through
the body."
Response: A detailed breakdown of the circulatory process, describing each chamber of the heart
and its role.

4. Request for Analogies: "Explain quantum entanglement using a simple analogy suitable for
beginners."
Response: An accessible explanation comparing quantum entanglement to a pair of synchronized
dice.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does specifying details in a prompt influence the depth of the response?
e What benefits do step-by-step explanations offer compared to general overviews?
e How could analogies or examples make detailed explanations easier to understand?

Action Items

1. Practice Detailed Prompts: Rewrite a general prompt into a more detailed version (e.g., from
"Explain photosynthesis" to "Explain the process of photosynthesis step by step with examples").
Compare the results.

2. Request Analogies: Ask the Al to explain a complex topic using an analogy and evaluate how this
enhances your understanding.

3. Refine for Depth: Test a prompt by adding instructions for depth, such as "Provide at least three
examples" or "Include step-by-step details." Analyze the difference in responses.

By focusing on specificity, examples, and step-by-step instructions, you can craft prompts that consistently
generate clear, detailed, and comprehensive explanations from Al tools.



How Do | Write Prompts That Lead to Actionable Advice?

Writing prompts that generate actionable advice requires clarity, specificity, and a focus on outcomes.
Think of your prompt as asking for practical steps rather than just general information. By including details
about your situation, specifying the type of advice you’re looking for, and asking for step-by-step
recommendations, you can guide the Al to provide clear and actionable guidance. A well-crafted prompt
ensures the advice is relevant, practical, and immediately useful.

Examples

1.

General Prompt: "How can | be more productive?"

Response: "Set goals, manage your time, and stay organized." (Broad and not immediately
actionable.)

Specific Prompt: "What are three specific actions | can take today to improve my productivity
while working from home?"

Response: "1. Start your day by writing a prioritized to-do list. 2. Use the Pomodoro technique to
break work into focused intervals. 3. Turn off unnecessary notifications to minimize distractions."
Outcome-Oriented Prompt: "How can | prepare for a successful job interview next week, focusing
on improving my answers to behavioral questions?"

Response: "1. Review common behavioral interview questions and practice STAR method
responses. 2. Research the company's values and align your examples with them. 3. Record
yourself practicing to refine your delivery and confidence."

Step-by-Step Prompt: "Provide a step-by-step plan for saving $1,000 in three months on a tight
budget."

Response: A detailed plan including tracking expenses, cutting discretionary spending, and setting
weekly savings goals.

Reflection Points to Think About...

Why is specificity important when asking for actionable advice?

How does focusing on outcomes help the Al provide more useful responses?

What prompts have you used in the past that led to vague advice, and how could you improve
them?

Action Items

1.

2.

Refine a Prompt: Take a general prompt (e.g., "How can | improve my health?") and rewrite it to
include specific goals or actions (e.g., "What are three simple exercises | can do daily to improve
my flexibility?"). Compare the responses.

Test Outcome-Focused Prompts: Write a prompt that asks for advice with a clear outcome in mind
(e.g., "How can | reduce my screen time by two hours daily?") and evaluate its usefulness.
Request Steps: Practice writing prompts that ask for step-by-step guidance (e.g., "What steps can
| take to organize my workspace efficiently?"). Analyze how breaking down the advice makes it
easier to act on.

By crafting prompts that emphasize clarity, specificity, and actionable steps, you’ll consistently receive
advice that you can immediately apply to achieve your goals.






How Can | Tailor Prompts to Generate Professional or Formal Writing?

When you need professional or formal writing from Al, your prompt should reflect the tone, style, and
purpose you want. By specifying the desired level of formality, including key details, and providing
examples or templates, you can guide the Al to produce content that aligns with professional standards.
A clear and well-structured prompt ensures the output is polished, appropriate for your audience, and
suited to your needs.

Examples

1.

3.

4.

General Prompt: "Write an email to my boss."

Response: "Dear Boss, | hope this email finds you well. | wanted to discuss..." (Basic, but lacks
professionalism.)

Specific Prompt: "Write a formal email to my manager, requesting approval for a budget increase,
using a professional tone."

Response: "Subject: Request for Budget Approval

Dear [Manager's Name],

| am writing to seek your approval for an increase in the budget for [specific project]. After
reviewing current expenditures..."

Tone-Specific Prompt: "Write a LinkedIn post congratulating a colleague on their promotion, using
a professional yet warm tone."

Response: "Congratulations to [Name] on your well-deserved promotion to [Position]! Your
dedication and leadership continue to inspire..."

Template-Based Prompt: "Write a professional proposal for a new marketing campaign, outlining
goals, strategies, and budget considerations."

Response: A structured proposal with headings such as "Introduction," "Objectives," "Proposed
Strategies," and "Budget Overview."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does specifying the desired tone or style affect the professionalism of the response?

What role do details (e.g., audience, purpose) play in generating formal writing?

Have you noticed differences in Al responses when you provide examples or templates in your
prompts?

Action Items
1. Refine for Tone: Write a prompt that specifies a tone (e.g., "polite and professional") and test it to
see how well the Al adapts.
2. Include Context: Practice including audience and purpose in your prompts (e.g., "Write a formal
thank-you email to a client for their feedback"). Compare this to a general request.
3. Use Templates: Experiment with prompts that ask for structured writing (e.g., "Write a report with

sections for Introduction, Findings, and Recommendations"). Evaluate how templates improve the
response.

By tailoring your prompts with tone, structure, and audience in mind, you’ll consistently generate
professional, formal writing that meets high standards and fits your specific needs.






What Techniques Can | Use to Get the Al to Write in a Specific Tone or
Style?

To guide Al to write in a specific tone or style, you need to be intentional in your prompts. Think of your
prompt as a set of instructions that define the "voice" and "personality" you want the Al to adopt. By
specifying the tone (e.g., formal, conversational, persuasive), providing examples, and even mimicking the
style of a well-known writer or genre, you can shape the Al’s response to align with your vision. Clear,
detailed prompts are key to achieving the desired tone and style.

Examples

1.

2.

General Prompt: "Write about the importance of teamwork."

Response: "Teamwork is important because it helps individuals collaborate effectively." (Neutral
and generic tone.)

Tone-Specific Prompt: "Write about the importance of teamwork in a motivational and inspiring
tone."

Response: "When we come together as a team, we unlock the power of collaboration, achieving
more than we ever could alone. Together, we rise!"

Style-Specific Prompt: "Write a blog post about the benefits of teamwork in the style of a
professional coach."

Response: "As a coach, I've seen firsthand how great teamwork transforms good teams into
extraordinary ones. Let’s explore the key benefits that make this possible."

Mimic a Genre: "Write a fictional story about teamwork in the style of a children's bedtime tale."
Response: "Once upon a time, in a magical forest, a group of animals learned that working
together was the key to saving their home..."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does specifying the tone (e.g., motivational, formal, conversational) influence the Al’s
response?

Why is providing examples or references helpful in achieving a specific style?

Can you identify past prompts where the tone or style didn’t match your expectations? How could
you improve them?

Action Items

1. Experiment with Tone: Write a prompt that specifies a tone (e.g., "friendly and conversational")
and test how accurately the Al matches it.

2. Provide Examples: Include an example of the tone or style you want in your prompt (e.g., "Write
this email with a tone similar to the following example..."). Analyze the effectiveness of this
approach.

3. Explore Genres: Test a prompt by asking the Al to write in a specific genre or mimic a well-known

style (e.g., "Write a speech about teamwork as if delivered by a charismatic leader"). Reflect on
how genre impacts the response.



By leveraging these techniques, you can guide the Al to write in a tone or style that perfectly suits your
purpose, ensuring your content resonates with your intended audience.



How Can | Ensure the Al Understands the Context of My Question?

To ensure the Al understands the context of your question, it’s essential to provide background
information, specify your goals, and clarify any key details. Think of your prompt as setting the scene for a
conversation: the more context you give, the better the Al can tailor its response. Whether you’re asking
for advice, generating ideas, or requesting explanations, embedding relevant details in your prompt helps
the Al deliver responses that align with your expectations.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "What’s the best way to learn a new skill?"

Response: "Practice regularly and stay consistent." (Generic advice without context.)

2. Context-Rich Prompt: "l am a busy working parent looking to learn a new language in my spare
time. What are the best methods for someone in my situation?"

Response: "As a busy parent, try using language apps like Duolingo for short, daily sessions and
listening to audiobooks during your commute. Schedule 10-15 minutes each day for focused
practice."

3. Audience-Specific Prompt: "Explain how renewable energy works to a group of 10-year-olds."
Response: "Renewable energy is like nature’s power plants—using the sun, wind, or water to
create energy without running out. For example, solar panels turn sunlight into electricity, just like
plants use sunlight to grow."

4. Purpose-Focused Prompt: "Summarize the main benefits of remote work for a presentation to
company executives."

Response: "Remote work increases productivity, reduces costs, and improves employee
satisfaction. These benefits align with our goals of efficiency and innovation."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e  Why does providing background information improve the relevance of the Al’s response?
e How does specifying the audience or purpose of your question shape the quality of the answer?
e Can you think of examples where missing context led to an unhelpful response?

Action Items

1. Add Background Details: Practice rewriting a basic prompt to include relevant context (e.g.,
"What’s a good vacation spot?" = "I'm looking for a family-friendly vacation spot with outdoor
activities in Europe."). Compare the difference in responses.

2. Specify the Audience: Test a prompt by clearly identifying the intended audience (e.g., "Explain
cloud computing to a group of non-technical professionals"). Evaluate how this shapes the
response.

3. Clarify the Purpose: Write a prompt that specifies the intended use of the response (e.g., "Draft a
brief explanation of cloud computing for a marketing brochure"). Reflect on how this impacts the
output.

By embedding context into your prompts, you help the Al better understand your needs, ensuring its
responses are relevant, precise, and aligned with your goals.



What'’s the Best Way to Write a Prompt for Brainstorming Ideas?

Writing a prompt for brainstorming ideas is all about encouraging creativity and exploration. To get the
most effective responses, your prompt should be open-ended, clearly define the topic, and, if needed,
include any specific constraints or goals. Think of your prompt as an invitation to think broadly or explore
possibilities within a particular framework. By structuring it thoughtfully, you can guide the Al to generate
ideas that are both creative and aligned with your needs.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Give me some ideas for marketing."

Response: "Social media ads, email campaigns, and influencer partnerships." (Limited creativity
and focus.)

2. Topic-Specific Prompt: "Brainstorm creative marketing strategies for a new eco-friendly product."
Response: "1. Partner with sustainability influencers to promote the product. 2. Host a 'green
challenge' contest on social media. 3. Offer discounts for recycling old items."

3. Open-Ended Prompt: "Generate 10 unique ideas for engaging customers during a product
launch."

Response: A list of creative strategies like live-streamed demos, exclusive early-bird discounts, and
interactive social media polls.

4. Constraint-Based Prompt: "Brainstorm ideas for a book club that meets virtually and requires no
additional costs for participants."

Response: "1. Use free eBooks from public libraries. 2. Host discussions via free video conferencing
tools. 3. Share book summaries for those who don’t finish reading."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does specifying the topic or goal of your brainstorming session improve the quality of the
ideas?

e  Why s it helpful to use open-ended language when brainstorming?

e Have you ever found that adding constraints leads to more creative solutions?

Action Items

1. Refine for Creativity: Rewrite a general brainstorming prompt to make it more open-ended and
topic-specific (e.g., "Give me ideas for a party" - "Brainstorm unique themes for a birthday party
for teenagers"). Compare the responses.

2. Add Constraints: Practice adding specific constraints to a brainstorming prompt (e.g., "Generate
ideas for a low-budget team-building activity"). Observe how constraints shape the ideas.

3. Request Multiple Options: Write prompts that explicitly ask for a range of ideas (e.g., "List 10
possible event themes for a charity fundraiser"). Reflect on how this approach encourages variety.

By crafting prompts that are open-ended, specific, and well-structured, you can effectively use Al to
generate diverse and creative ideas for any brainstorming session.



How Do | Create Prompts for Generating Unique Content?

Creating prompts for unique content involves crafting questions or instructions that encourage originality
and creativity. To do this effectively, your prompt should provide a clear topic, specify the desired format,
and include details or constraints that push the boundaries of typical responses. Think of your prompt as
a guide that sets the stage for innovation while leaving room for the Al to explore possibilities. The better
you define your goals, the more distinctive and tailored the content will be.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Write a story about a hero."
Response: "A generic tale of a brave knight rescuing a princess." (Unoriginal and predictable.)

2. Detailed Prompt: "Write a story about a hero who uses music to overcome challenges in a
futuristic society."
Response: A unique narrative about a musician inspiring rebellion in a dystopian world.

3. Constraint-Based Prompt: "Create a poem about love that doesn’t use the words 'heart,' 'love,'
or 'passion."
Response: A poem focusing on subtle imagery, like the rhythm of footsteps and the glow of
sunlight, to convey affection.

4. Blend of Concepts: "Generate a short story combining a mystery plot with a setting inspired by
ancient Egypt."
Response: A detective investigating a heist in a futuristic city modeled after Egyptian architecture.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does providing specific details in a prompt inspire more unique responses?
e  Why do constraints (e.g., avoiding specific words) encourage creative solutions?
e Can blending different concepts or genres lead to more original content?

Action Items

1. Experiment with Constraints: Write a prompt that limits certain words, formats, or themes (e.g.,
"Write a story without using dialogue"). Reflect on how these restrictions enhance creativity.

2. Combine Unrelated Ideas: Test a prompt that merges two distinct concepts (e.g., "Create a recipe
inspired by outer space"). Evaluate how this leads to unique results.

3. Request Unconventional Formats: Ask for content in less traditional forms (e.g., "Describe a
futuristic city in the form of a travel brochure"). Analyze how this impacts the originality of the
response.

By structuring your prompts to encourage exploration and innovation, you can consistently generate
content that stands out, captivates your audience, and meets your creative goals.



What Words or Phrases Should | Avoid When Writing Prompts?

The words and phrases you use in a prompt directly impact the clarity and effectiveness of the response.
Certain vague or ambiguous terms can lead to generic or irrelevant answers, while overly broad or
unfocused language can confuse the Al. To write better prompts, it’s important to avoid words that lack
specificity and instead use clear, actionable language. A well-constructed prompt provides the Al with
precise guidance, ensuring the response aligns with your needs.

Examples

1. Vague Prompt: "Tell me something interesting."
Response: "The Earth revolves around the Sun." (Generic and not tailored to any specific interest.)

2. Unfocused Prompt: "Give me advice about life."
Response: "Stay positive and work hard." (Overly broad and not actionable.)

3. Improved Prompt: "Provide three pieces of advice for staying motivated during a challenging
project."
Response: "1. Break the project into smaller tasks. 2. Celebrate small wins to stay motivated. 3.
Remind yourself of the end goal."

4. Avoiding Overly General Phrases:

e  Weak Prompt: "What should | do about my job?"
e Better Prompt: "What steps can | take to improve my leadership skills in a team environment?"

Reflection Points to Think About...

Why do vague or overly broad prompts lead to less useful responses?

How can replacing ambiguous terms with specific details improve the Al's understanding?

Can you identify words or phrases you’ve used in the past that may have caused confusion in
responses?

Action Items

1. Review Past Prompts: Look at examples of vague or ineffective prompts you’ve written. Rewrite
them with specific details and compare the results.

2. Replace Ambiguity with Precision: Avoid using phrases like "tell me something" or "give me
advice" in new prompts. Instead, include a clear goal or outcome (e.g., "Provide actionable tips
for managing stress during deadlines").

3. Test Specificity: Write a prompt that avoids words like "something," "anything," or "whatever,"

and include a clear question or instruction. Reflect on how this changes the Al’s response.

By eliminating vague and overly broad language from your prompts, you can significantly improve the
clarity, relevance, and usefulness of the Al’s responses.



How Can | Guide the Al to Stay on Topic with a Prompt?

To ensure the Al stays on topic, it’s essential to craft prompts that are clear, specific, and structured. Think
of your prompt as a roadmap: the more precise and focused it is, the less likely the Al will veer off course.
By including relevant details, clarifying your expectations, and setting boundaries, you can guide the Al to
provide responses that align closely with your intended topic.

Examples

1. Vague Prompt: "Tell me about technology."

Response: "Technology includes computers, smartphones, and advancements in Al." (Broad and
unfocused.)

2. Specific Prompt: "Explain how renewable energy technology has evolved over the past decade."
Response: "In the last decade, renewable energy technology has advanced significantly, with solar
panels becoming more efficient and wind turbines incorporating Al for optimization."

3. Boundary-Setting Prompt: "Summarize the benefits of renewable energy in under 100 words
without discussing costs."

Response: "Renewable energy reduces greenhouse gas emissions, provides sustainable power,
and supports energy independence."

4. Clarifying Purpose Prompt: "Write a 200-word introduction to a report on renewable energy
innovations."

Response: A focused introduction discussing key technological advancements in renewable
energy.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does being specific in your prompt help the Al stay on topic?

e Why do boundaries, such as word limits or excluding certain topics, improve focus?

e Have you noticed how unclear instructions can cause the Al to produce unrelated or irrelevant
content?

Action Items

1. Test Focused Prompts: Write a prompt that includes a clear topic and specific goal (e.g., "Describe
three key benefits of remote work for employee productivity"). Compare it to a more general
version.

2. Set Boundaries: Practice adding constraints to your prompts, such as word limits or excluding
unrelated topics (e.g., "Explain the pros of solar energy without discussing its costs"). Reflect on
how this impacts the response.

3. Iterate for Clarity: If the Al strays off topic, refine your prompt by adding more details or breaking
it into smaller, focused questions. Test the difference in results.

By crafting prompts that are precise and intentional, you can guide the Al to provide responses that stay
on topic and meet your specific needs.



What’s the Key to Writing Prompts for Summarizing Long Content?

When you want Al to summarize long content, the key is to provide clear instructions about the level of
detail, focus, and purpose of the summary. A good prompt specifies what aspects of the content to
highlight and whether you need a brief overview, a detailed breakdown, or a summary tailored to a
particular audience. By structuring your prompt thoughtfully, you can ensure the Al delivers a summary
that meets your needs without leaving out important details.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Summarize this article."
Response: "This article discusses climate change." (Overly brief and lacking detail.)

2. Specific Prompt: "Summarize this article in 100 words, focusing on the main causes of climate
change."
Response: "The article highlights deforestation, greenhouse gas emissions, and industrial activities
as primary causes of climate change, emphasizing their global impact."

3. Audience-Focused Prompt: "Summarize this article for a group of middle school students,
explaining the causes of climate change in simple terms."
Response: "The article explains that climate change happens because of things like cutting down
too many trees, burning fuel, and factories making pollution."

4. Purpose-Specific Prompt: "Provide a detailed summary of this research paper, focusing on its
methodology and findings."
Response: A clear summary of the methods used in the study and the key results.

Reflection Points to Think About...

¢ How does specifying the level of detail improve the quality of a summary?
e Why s it important to tailor the summary to a specific audience or purpose?
e Can you recall times when an unclear prompt led to an incomplete or unhelpful summary?

Action Items

1. Define the Scope: Practice writing prompts that clearly define the scope of the summary (e.g.,
"Summarize this chapter, focusing only on the main arguments for renewable energy"). Compare
it to a general summary prompt.

2. Specify the Audience: Write a prompt that includes the target audience (e.g., "Summarize this
article in a way that’s understandable for high school students"). Reflect on how audience-specific
instructions shape the response.

3. Experiment with Detail Levels: Test prompts that ask for summaries of varying lengths, such as a
one-sentence summary, a paragraph, and a detailed overview. Analyze how each meets your
needs.

By specifying the focus, audience, and purpose of your summary, you can guide the Al to create clear,
concise, and relevant content tailored to your requirements.



How Can | Get the Al to Compare Two Ideas or Concepts in a Prompt?

When asking Al to compare two ideas or concepts, your prompt should clearly define what you want
compared and the aspects you want the Al to focus on. By specifying the criteria for comparison—such as
advantages, disadvantages, similarities, or differences—you can guide the Al to provide a structured and
relevant response. A well-written comparison prompt ensures the Al delivers insightful and balanced
information that meets your needs.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Compare solar and wind energy."

Response: "Solar and wind energy are both renewable energy sources." (Basic and lacks depth.)

2. Criteria-Focused Prompt: "Compare the advantages and disadvantages of solar energy and wind
energy."

Response: "Solar energy is more consistent in sunny climates but less effective at night, while wind
energy depends on wind availability but can work day and night."

3. Audience-Specific Prompt: "Compare solar and wind energy for a high school science project."
Response: "Solar panels work best in sunny places and are easy to install on rooftops, while wind
turbines need open spaces and are more efficient for large-scale energy production."

4. Detailed Prompt: "Compare solar and wind energy in terms of cost, efficiency, and environmental
impact."

Response: A detailed comparison addressing cost differences, efficiency metrics, and how each
energy source affects the environment.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e  Why does specifying the criteria for comparison lead to more structured and useful responses?

e How does tailoring the comparison to a specific audience improve its relevance?

e Can you recall times when an unclear comparison prompt led to an incomplete or unbalanced
response?

Action Items

1. Add Comparison Criteria: Write a prompt that includes specific aspects to compare (e.g.,
"Compare remote work and office work in terms of productivity, communication, and work-life
balance"). Test the results.

2. Tailor for an Audience: Practice writing prompts that define the audience for the comparison (e.g.,
"Compare two popular diet plans for someone new to healthy eating"). Reflect on how this
impacts the clarity of the response.

3. Request Balanced Analysis: Create a prompt that explicitly asks for a balanced view (e.g.,
"Compare the pros and cons of online learning and traditional classroom learning, with equal
attention to both"). Evaluate how this ensures comprehensive results.

By clearly defining the ideas, criteria, and audience in your prompts, you can guide the Al to provide
thorough and insightful comparisons that align with your goals.



What Should | Include in a Prompt for Technical or Academic Writing?

Crafting prompts for technical or academic writing requires attention to detail, clarity, and structure. Unlike
creative or conversational prompts, technical and academic content often needs precision, specific
terminology, and a focus on evidence-based information. To achieve this, your prompt should outline the
topic, specify the desired level of depth, and provide guidance on tone and format. Including details like
the intended audience, key points to address, or citation requirements will help ensure the Al generates
accurate, relevant, and appropriately structured responses. This thoughtful approach to prompt writing
not only enhances the quality of the output but also ensures it aligns with professional or scholarly
standards.

Examples

General Prompt: "Write about renewable energy."

Response: "Renewable energy comes from natural sources like wind and solar." (Broad and lacks
depth.)

Detailed Prompt: "Write a technical report on the efficiency of solar panels, including recent
advancements and challenges."

Response: A structured analysis discussing innovations in solar technology and the factors
affecting efficiency.

Audience-Focused Prompt: "Explain the principles of quantum computing for an audience of
college students majoring in computer science."

Response: "Quantum computing uses qubits to represent data, allowing for complex calculations
much faster than classical computers."

Format-Specific Prompt: "Write a research paper abstract summarizing a study on renewable
energy storage methods."

Response: A concise abstract highlighting the key findings, methodology, and significance of the
research.

Reflection Points to Think About...

Why does specifying the format (e.g., report, abstract, essay) improve the quality of technical or
academic writing?

How does tailoring the depth of explanation to the audience affect the relevance of the response?
Can you think of times when omitting key details (e.g., target audience, specific aspects) led to
unsatisfactory content?

Action Items

1.

Define the Format: Practice writing prompts that specify the type of technical or academic content
you need (e.g., "Write an essay introduction on climate change solutions for a high school class").
Compare this to a general request.

Include Key Points: Create a prompt that lists specific aspects to be addressed (e.g., "Discuss the
causes, effects, and solutions for deforestation in an academic tone"). Reflect on how this guides
the response.



3. Adjust for Depth: Test prompts for different levels of depth (e.g., "Explain blockchain technology
to a general audience" versus "Provide a detailed explanation of blockchain consensus algorithms
for a technical audience"). Evaluate how depth impacts the content’s relevance.

By clearly outlining the topic, format, audience, and level of depth in your prompts, you ensure that the
Al produces precise, professional, and well-organized technical or academic writing that meets your
specific needs.



How Do | Write Prompts for Personalized Responses?

Writing prompts for personalized responses involves tailoring your request to reflect individual needs,
preferences, or specific scenarios. Personalized prompts work best when you provide enough context and
details for the Al to understand the situation or audience you are addressing. Whether you’re crafting a
professional email, seeking advice for a unique challenge, or creating content for a specific group, the
more personal and specific your prompt, the more relevant and meaningful the response will be. By clearly
defining the purpose and including relevant details, you can guide the Al to produce responses that feel
tailored and impactful.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Write a workout plan."
Response: "Do cardio three times a week and strength training twice a week." (Generic and not
tailored to individual needs.)

2. Personalized Prompt: "Write a beginner-friendly workout plan for someone who wants to improve
flexibility and only has 20 minutes a day."
Response: "1. Warm up with light stretching for 5 minutes. 2. Perform yoga poses like downward
dog and cobra for 10 minutes. 3. Cool down with deep breathing exercises for 5 minutes."

3. Scenario-Specific Prompt: "Draft a thank-you email to a mentor who helped me prepare for a
successful job interview."
Response: "Subject: Thank You for Your Guidance
Dear [Mentor's Name],
| wanted to express my heartfelt gratitude for your invaluable support in preparing me for my
recent job interview. Your advice on..."

4. Audience-Focused Prompt: "Write a motivational message for a high school student struggling
with time management."
Response: "Balancing schoolwork and life can be tough, but small changes, like setting a daily
schedule and focusing on one task at a time, can make a big difference. You’ve got this!"

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does adding personal details or context make responses more relevant?
e Why s it important to specify the audience or situation for personalized prompts?
e Have you ever used a generic prompt when a personalized one would have been more effective?

Action Items

1. Add Context: Rewrite a general prompt to include details about the individual or situation (e.g.,
"Write a meal plan" = "Write a vegetarian meal plan for someone who is trying to lose weight").
Compare the responses.

2. Specify the Audience: Create a prompt tailored to a specific group or person (e.g., "Write a
birthday message for a colleague who loves hiking"). Reflect on how this changes the tone and
content.

3. Include Scenarios: Practice prompts that describe unique situations (e.g., "Provide study tips for
a college student preparing for finals while working part-time"). Analyze how the scenario shapes
the response.



By including relevant details, defining the audience, and describing specific scenarios in your prompts, you
can guide the Al to create responses that are meaningful, tailored, and actionable.



Can | Write Prompts to Get Al to Explain Complex Topics Simply?

Yes, you can write prompts that guide Al to explain complex topics in a clear and simple way. The key is to
include specific instructions about the level of simplicity and the intended audience. Whether you want a
topic broken down for beginners, children, or a non-technical audience, crafting a prompt with these
details ensures the Al tailors its explanation accordingly. Adding requests for examples, analogies, or step-
by-step explanations can further enhance clarity and make complex ideas more accessible.

Examples

1.

General Prompt: "Explain quantum mechanics."

Response: "Quantum mechanics is a branch of physics that deals with the behavior of particles at
the quantum level." (Accurate but not beginner-friendly.)

Simplified Prompt: "Explain quantum mechanics in simple terms for someone without a science
background."

Response: "Quantum mechanics is the study of tiny particles like atoms and how they behave in
ways that seem strange, like being in two places at once."

Audience-Focused Prompt: "Explain how a blockchain works in a way a 12-year-old could
understand."

Response: "A blockchain is like a digital notebook that everyone can see and check. Each page is
a block, and they are connected to make sure no one cheats."

Step-by-Step Prompt: "Explain the theory of relativity step-by-step for beginners, using
examples."

Response: "1. Time and space are connected, forming 'spacetime.' 2. Objects with mass bend
spacetime, like a heavy ball on a trampoline. 3. This bending is what we experience as gravity. For
example, planets orbit the Sun because of spacetime's curve."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does specifying the audience (e.g., beginners, children, non-experts) change the clarity of
the response?

Why are examples or analogies helpful in simplifying complex topics?

Can breaking down a topic into steps make it easier to understand?

Action Items

1.

3.

Practice Audience Clarity: Rewrite a general prompt to include the audience and level of simplicity
(e.g., "Explain climate change" - "Explain climate change to a 10-year-old"). Compare how the
responses differ.

Request Analogies: Write a prompt asking for an explanation using analogies (e.g., "Explain how
the internet works using a simple analogy"). Reflect on how this improves understanding.

Test Step-by-Step Instructions: Create a prompt that asks for a step-by-step breakdown of a
complex topic (e.g., "Explain how photosynthesis works step-by-step for beginners"). Analyze how
this structure makes the response clearer.



By crafting prompts with clear instructions, specifying the audience, and requesting examples or analogies,
you can ensure that Al explains even the most complex topics in a way that is simple, engaging, and easy
to understand.



How Do | Craft a Prompt for Generating Dialogue or Character
Interactions?

Crafting prompts to generate engaging dialogue or character interactions involves providing clear details
about the characters, their motivations, and the context of the interaction. A well-written prompt sets the
stage for the conversation, specifying the tone, purpose, and any key elements you want included.
Whether you’re creating dialogue for a story, a script, or a creative exercise, adding rich details and
guidance helps the Al produce realistic and compelling interactions that align with your vision.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Write a conversation between two characters."
Response: "Hi, how are you? I'm good, thanks." (Generic and lacks depth.)

2. Contextual Prompt: "Write a dialogue between a detective and a suspect in a tense interrogation
about a missing artifact."
Response: "Detective: 'Where were you last night?' Suspect: 'I've already told you—I was at
home!' Detective: 'Then why do we have footage of you near the museum?""

3. Character-Focused Prompt: "Write a friendly conversation between a shy teenager and their
confident best friend about planning a surprise party."
Response: "Shy Teen: 'Do you think they’ll like it?' Confident Friend: 'Are you kidding? They’ll love
it! You've planned every detail perfectly."

4. Tone-Specific Prompt: "Write a humorous exchange between two astronauts stuck on a space
station."
Response: "Astronaut 1: 'So... which one of us forgot to pack the coffee?' Astronaut 2: 'You mean
which genius remembered to bring 50 freeze-dried desserts instead?""

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does specifying the characters’ personalities and motivations improve the quality of the
dialogue?

e Why s it important to include the context and tone of the interaction in your prompt?

e Can you think of times when a lack of details in your prompt led to flat or uninteresting dialogue?

Action Items

1. Add Character Details: Practice creating prompts that include specific character traits (e.g., "Write
a conversation between an ambitious entrepreneur and their skeptical investor"). Reflect on how
the traits shape the dialogue.

2. Setthe Scene: Write prompts that describe the setting and purpose of the interaction (e.g., "Write
a heated argument between two siblings deciding how to sell their childhood home"). Analyze
how context enriches the response.

3. Experiment with Tone: Test prompts that ask for specific tones, such as humorous, formal, or
emotional (e.g., "Write a bittersweet farewell between two lifelong friends at an airport").
Evaluate how tone impacts the dialogue’s depth.



By defining characters, context, and tone in your prompts, you can guide the Al to create dynamic and
engaging dialogue that brings your story or scene to life.



How Specific Should | Be When Writing Prompts for Research Purposes?

When writing prompts for research purposes, specificity is key to obtaining accurate, relevant, and useful
information. A well-crafted research prompt should clearly outline the topic, scope, and desired depth of
the response. Including context, key questions, or specific aspects to focus on helps narrow the Al’s focus,
preventing vague or overly broad results. Whether you’re gathering data, exploring a complex issue, or
looking for sources, detailed prompts ensure the information provided aligns closely with your objectives.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Tell me about climate change."
Response: "Climate change refers to long-term shifts in weather patterns caused by human
activities and natural factors." (Broad and lacks depth.)

2. Focused Prompt: "Explain the main causes of climate change, focusing on human activities such
as industrial emissions and deforestation."
Response: "The main human causes of climate change include industrial emissions, which release
greenhouse gases, and deforestation, which reduces the number of trees that absorb carbon
dioxide."

3. Context-Specific Prompt: "Summarize recent studies on the impact of climate change on coral
reefs, including key findings."
Response: A concise summary of studies detailing coral bleaching, loss of biodiversity, and the role
of ocean temperature increases.

4. Scope-Defined Prompt: "Provide a brief overview of renewable energy policies in Europe, focusing
on wind and solar initiatives."
Response: An overview of specific policies promoting wind and solar energy adoption in European
countries, such as subsidies and emissions targets.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e Why does defining the scope of a research prompt (e.g., geographic or thematic focus) improve
the relevance of the response?

e How can adding specific keywords or questions guide the Al to deliver more useful results?

e Canyou identify instances where a lack of specificity in your research prompts led to irrelevant or
incomplete information?

Action Items

1. Practice Narrowing Scope: Rewrite a broad research prompt to include a specific focus (e.g.,
"Research renewable energy" = "Research the economic benefits of solar energy adoption in rural
areas"). Compare the responses.

2. Include Key Questions: Write a research prompt that includes two or three specific questions you
want answered (e.g., "What are the leading causes of deforestation, and how do they vary by
region?"). Reflect on how this improves the quality of the results.

3. Test Context Inclusion: Add context to your research prompt (e.g., "Explain the impact of climate
change on agriculture, with a focus on drought-prone regions"). Analyze how context shapes the
Al’s response.



By specifying the topic, scope, and key points in your research prompts, you can guide the Al to deliver
focused, accurate, and meaningful insights that align with your research goals.



What'’s the Best Way to Ask for Creative Alternatives in a Prompt?

When asking for creative alternatives, your prompt should be open-ended, clear about the type of
alternatives you're looking for, and structured to encourage out-of-the-box thinking. Creative prompts are
most effective when they provide enough context to guide the Al while leaving room for innovation.
Adding instructions to explore different perspectives, unusual approaches, or specific constraints can
further enhance creativity. By crafting your prompt thoughtfully, you can generate diverse and imaginative
alternatives that align with your goals while sparking new ideas.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Give me ideas for a team-building activity."
Response: "Host a trivia game or a group lunch." (Limited creativity and standard suggestions.)

2. Contextual Prompt: "Suggest creative team-building activities for a remote team that promote
collaboration and cost less than $50."
Response: "1. Virtual escape room using free online tools. 2. Collaborative online art project
where team members contribute to a shared canvas. 3. A 'show and tell' session where team
members share personal stories."

3. Encourage Unusual Approaches: "What are some unconventional ways to celebrate an employee
milestone that don’t involve a party or traditional gifts?"
Response: "1. Name a star in their honor. 2. Create a personalized digital scrapbook. 3. Dedicate a
team volunteer day to their favorite cause."

4. Explore Multiple Perspectives: "Provide three unique alternatives to a traditional fundraising gala
that could still engage donors effectively."
Response: "1. Virtual cooking class with a celebrity chef. 2. Outdoor community art installation
sponsored by donors. 3. A storytelling evening featuring beneficiaries of the cause."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does providing context (e.g., budget, audience, purpose) shape the quality and relevance of
creative alternatives?

e Why do open-ended prompts encourage more innovative responses compared to rigid or overly
detailed ones?

e Have you noticed that exploring different perspectives or setting unusual constraints leads to more
unique ideas?

Action Items

1. Add Constraints for Creativity: Write a prompt that includes specific constraints (e.g., "Suggest
three creative gift ideas for a boss that cost under $20"). Reflect on how constraints guide
innovative responses.

2. Request Multiple Options: Test a prompt that explicitly asks for several alternatives (e.g., "Provide
five creative alternatives to traditional conference swag"). Compare how this encourages variety.

3. Encourage Unconventional Thinking: Craft a prompt that invites the Al to explore unique
approaches (e.g., "What are some unusual ways to boost employee morale in a small company
with no budget?"). Analyze the results for originality.



By using clear, open-ended language and including specific details or constraints, you can guide the Al to
generate creative and diverse alternatives that go beyond the ordinary, helping you uncover fresh ideas
and solutions.



How Can | Write Prompts That Result in Visual or Design Suggestions?

Writing prompts for visual or design suggestions requires clear descriptions of your goals, preferences, and
constraints. Unlike other types of prompts, those focused on visual concepts benefit from specific details
about style, audience, function, and elements like color, texture, or layout. To inspire creative design ideas,
your prompt should also describe the mood, purpose, or problem you want the design to address. By
crafting a detailed and focused prompt, you can guide the Al to generate visually compelling and relevant
suggestions that align with your needs.

Examples

1.

General Prompt: "Suggest a logo design for a company."

Response: "A generic logo with the company name in a bold font and a small icon." (Basic and not
tailored.)

Detailed Prompt: "Suggest a modern, minimalist logo design for a tech startup specializing in
green energy."

Response: "A clean design with a geometric leaf icon in green and white, paired with sans-serif
typography for the company name."

Style-Focused Prompt: "What are some design ideas for a website homepage for a luxury travel
agency?"

Response: "1. A sleek layout with high-resolution images of exotic destinations. 2. A muted color
palette of gold and navy. 3. Large, elegant typography paired with subtle animations for a premium
feel."

Mood-Based Prompt: "Provide design suggestions for a cozy, welcoming café interior with a rustic
theme."

Response: "Warm wooden furniture, exposed brick walls, soft pendant lighting, and greenery
accents like potted plants or a vertical garden."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does including details about style, audience, or purpose affect the quality of design
suggestions?

Why is it helpful to describe the mood or atmosphere you want the design to convey?

Can you think of prompts you’ve used before that lacked enough detail to produce meaningful
visual ideas?

Action Items

Define Style and Function: Write a prompt that specifies the desired style and purpose (e.g.,
"Suggest a logo design for a children’s clothing brand that feels playful and approachable").
Compare the results to a general prompt.

Describe the Mood: Test a prompt that focuses on the desired mood or emotion (e.g., "Provide
design ideas for a workspace that feels creative and energizing"). Reflect on how this shapes the
response.

Include Constraints: Craft a prompt that adds constraints such as budget, materials, or space
limitations (e.g., "Suggest furniture layout ideas for a small living room that maximizes seating and
storage"). Analyze how constraints impact the suggestions.



By combining specific details, stylistic preferences, and functional goals in your prompts, you can inspire
the Al to generate creative, visually aligned design ideas tailored to your project or vision.



How Do | Encourage the Al to Ask Clarifying Questions if the Prompt Is
Unclear?

Encouraging the Al to ask clarifying questions requires crafting prompts that signal openness to feedback
and refinement. While Al generally aims to provide direct answers, you can guide it to seek clarification by
explicitly inviting follow-up questions or specifying that you want the Al to check for ambiguity. This
approach ensures that if your initial prompt lacks detail, the Al can help refine it to produce more accurate
and relevant results. By fostering an iterative process, you can improve both the quality of the prompt and
the responses it generates.

Examples

1. Basic Prompt: "Write a guide about marketing."
Response: "Marketing involves promoting products or services." (Generic and lacks depth.)

2. Prompt Inviting Clarification: "Write a guide about marketing. If this request is unclear, ask me
guestions to better understand what | need."
Response: "Could you clarify the audience for this guide (e.g., beginners, small business owners)?
Should it focus on online or offline marketing strategies?"

3. Explicitly Allowing Follow-Ups: "Create a summary of this article, and if you need more context
or specifics, ask follow-up questions before proceeding."
Response: "What level of detail would you like in the summary? Should | focus on key findings or
include all sections?"

4. Encouraging Iteration: "Draft a proposal for a community event. If there are gaps in the details
I've provided, ask questions to fill them."
Response: "What type of event are you planning? Who is the target audience, and what is the
intended outcome?"

Reflection Points to Think About...

e Why is it helpful to encourage Al to ask clarifying questions when dealing with vague or broad
prompts?

e How does explicitly allowing follow-up questions improve the relevance of the final response?

e Canyou recall a time when a lack of clarification in a prompt led to unsatisfactory results?

Action Items

1. Invite Clarification: Practice writing prompts that explicitly ask the Al to request more information
if needed (e.g., "Summarize this research article, and let me know if you need clarification on the
focus"). Compare the response to one without this instruction.

2. Test Iterative Prompts: Write a prompt that invites an iterative process (e.g., "Plan a dinner party
menu. If my request isn’t clear, ask questions to refine it before suggesting ideas"). Reflect on how
follow-ups enhance the results.

3. Experiment with Broad Prompts: Deliberately write a broad or vague prompt and include a
request for clarifying questions (e.g., "Help me create a travel itinerary, and ask questions about
my preferences"). Analyze how the Al uses the opportunity to refine the task.



By encouraging clarifying questions, you create a collaborative process with the Al, ensuring that even
unclear or incomplete prompts lead to accurate, useful, and tailored responses.



What Are the Best Practices for Writing Prompts That Generate Code?

Writing prompts to generate code requires precision, context, and clear instructions. To get accurate and
functional code, your prompt should specify the programming language, the desired functionality, and any
constraints or requirements. Providing context, such as the purpose of the code or the environment it will
run in, helps the Al tailor the output to your needs. By following best practices, you can guide the Al to
produce clean, efficient, and relevant code that meets your goals.

Examples

1. Vague Prompt: "Write a program to sort numbers."
Response: A generic sorting program, but it may not align with your specific needs or preferred
language.

2. Detailed Prompt: "Write a Python function that takes a list of numbers and returns them sorted
in ascending order using the bubble sort algorithm."
Response: A Python function implementing bubble sort to sort a list of numbers.

3. Context-Specific Prompt: "Create a JavaScript function for a webpage that filters an array of
objects to include only those with a 'status' of 'active'."
Response: A JavaScript function using filter() to process the array as described.

4. Constraint-Based Prompt: "Write a SQL query to fetch all records from a 'users' table where the
'last_login' date is within the past 30 days, and ensure it runs efficiently on a large dataset."
Response: An optimized SQL query using date functions and indexing to retrieve the required data.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e Why does specifying the programming language and algorithm improve the quality of the
generated code?

e How does providing context about the use case or environment help the Al tailor its response?

e Can you identify times when unclear prompts resulted in incomplete or irrelevant code?

Action Items

1. Specify Language and Functionality: Practice writing prompts that explicitly include the
programming language and functionality (e.g., "Write a Python script to calculate the factorial of
a number using recursion"). Compare these to more general prompts.

2. Include Context: Test a prompt with added context (e.g., "Write a PHP script for a contact form
that validates email addresses"). Reflect on how context shapes the relevance of the response.

3. Request Optimization or Comments: Write prompts that ask for additional elements like
optimization or inline comments (e.g., "Create a well-commented Python script to scrape data
from a website"). Analyze how this improves the output.

By providing clear instructions, relevant context, and specific requirements, you can guide the Al to
generate high-quality code that is functional, efficient, and suited to your needs.



How Can | Use Prompts to Get the Al to Act as a Teacher or Expert?

To get the Al to act as a teacher or expert, your prompts should clearly define the subject, the level of
expertise you require, and the teaching approach you prefer. By specifying details such as the topic, target
audience, and the desired format—like step-by-step instructions, detailed explanations, or practical
examples—you can guide the Al to adopt an authoritative and instructive tone. Additionally, you can ask
the Al to simplify complex concepts, suggest exercises, or provide analogies to ensure the content is
engaging and easy to understand. Thoughtful prompts help the Al become an effective learning partner
tailored to your needs.

Examples

1. Basic Prompt: "Teach me about photosynthesis."
Response: "Photosynthesis is the process by which plants make their food." (Very brief and lacks
depth.)

2. Expert-Level Prompt: "Act as a biology teacher and explain photosynthesis in detail, including the
roles of chlorophyll, sunlight, and carbon dioxide."
Response: "Photosynthesis is the process by which plants use sunlight, water, and carbon dioxide
to produce glucose and oxygen. Chlorophyll in the chloroplasts absorbs sunlight, which provides
the energy needed to convert water and carbon dioxide into glucose during the light and dark
reactions."

3. Audience-Focused Prompt: "Explain the basics of photosynthesis to a 10-year-old in a fun and
simple way."
Response: "Plants are like chefs, and sunlight is their cooking fuel. They mix air (carbon dioxide),
water, and sunlight to make food (sugar) and give us oxygen to breathe!"

4. Interactive Prompt: "Act as a math tutor and teach me how to calculate percentages. Include
examples and practice problems | can solve."
Response: "To calculate a percentage, divide the part by the whole and multiply by 100. For
example, if you scored 45 out of 50 on a test, the percentage is (45/50) x 100 = 90%. Now, try
calculating the percentage for 30 out of 40."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does specifying the audience (e.g., beginner, advanced student, child) affect the Al’s teaching
approach?

e Why is it helpful to request examples, analogies, or interactive exercises in teaching prompts?

e Have you found that adding a specific teaching style (e.g., step-by-step, conversational) makes the
learning experience more effective?

Action Items

1. Set the Teaching Level: Practice creating prompts that define the level of expertise needed (e.g.,
"Explain quantum mechanics to a college physics student"). Compare the response to a more
general teaching prompt.

2. Request Interactive Content: Write a prompt that asks for interactive teaching, such as exercises
or quizzes (e.g., "Teach me the basics of grammar and include three practice sentences to
correct"). Reflect on how this enhances engagement.



3. Include Analogies and Examples: Test a prompt that explicitly requests analogies or examples to
clarify a complex concept (e.g., "Explain the stock market using simple analogies for a beginner
investor"). Evaluate how this improves understanding.

By crafting prompts that define the subject, audience, and teaching style, you can guide the Al to deliver
expert-level explanations, interactive learning, and tailored guidance that enhance your understanding
and skills.



How Do | Write Prompts for Multi-Step Problem-Solving?

To get the Al to help with multi-step problem-solving, your prompt should clearly outline the problem,
specify the desired steps, and request a structured, step-by-step approach. Including relevant context,
constraints, or goals ensures that the Al breaks the solution into manageable parts and provides actionable
guidance. Multi-step problem-solving works best when you guide the Al to explain each step in detail,
allowing you to follow the process or adapt it to your needs. A well-crafted prompt not only helps the Al
generate effective solutions but also teaches you how to approach similar problems independently.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Help me solve this math problem."
Response: A straightforward answer, but without explanation or reasoning.
2. Step-by-Step Prompt: "Solve the equation 2x + 5 = 15 and explain each step in detail."
Response:
e "Step 1: Subtract 5 from both sides: 2x = 10.
e Step 2: Divide both sides by 2: x =5."
3. Complex Problem Prompt: "Help me create a project plan for launching a new product, breaking
it into at least five actionable steps with explanations."
Response:
e "Step 1: Conduct market research to identify target customers.
Step 2: Develop a product prototype and test it with a focus group.
Step 3: Create a marketing strategy, including social media campaigns and advertisements.
Step 4: Set up production logistics and supply chain management.
e Step 5: Launch the product with a promotional event and collect feedback."
4. Constraint-Based Prompt: "Explain how to organize a fundraiser in 10 steps while staying within
a $500 budget."
Response: A detailed plan, including affordable venue options, volunteer management, and
creative low-cost promotional ideas.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does breaking a problem into smaller steps make complex tasks more manageable?

e Why s it important to include context or constraints when solving multi-step problems?

e Have you noticed that specifying the level of detail improves the clarity and relevance of the
solution?

Action Items

1. Practice Writing Step-by-Step Prompts: Create a prompt that asks for a structured solution (e.g.,
"Explain how to write a research paper in five steps"). Reflect on how step-by-step instructions
enhance the solution’s usefulness.

2. Include Constraints: Test a prompt that adds specific constraints (e.g., "Develop a fitness plan for
a beginner with no gym access, breaking it into daily steps"). Compare it to a general request to
see how constraints improve the response.



3. Request Explanations for Each Step: Write a prompt that explicitly asks for explanations of each
step (e.g., "Solve this physics problem step-by-step and explain the reasoning behind each
calculation"). Evaluate how detailed reasoning helps your understanding.

By creating prompts that focus on structured steps, relevant context, and clear explanations, you can guide
the Al to solve complex problems effectively while improving your ability to understand and implement
solutions.



How Can | Ask the Al to Provide Sources or References in Response to a
Prompt?

When asking the Al to provide sources or references, it’s essential to structure your prompt in a way that
emphasizes the need for credible and relevant citations. This includes specifying the type of sources you're
looking for (e.g., academic, scientific, reputable websites) and the level of detail required. Additionally,
you can ask for links, author names, or publication dates to ensure the references are complete and
verifiable. Clear prompts help the Al deliver accurate and reliable information while allowing you to cross-
check and validate the results.

Examples

General Prompt: "Explain the causes of climate change and provide references."

Response: A basic explanation with generic references, which might lack depth or specificity.
Detailed Prompt: "Explain the causes of climate change and include references to scientific studies
or reports published in the last five years."

Response: "Climate change is caused by factors such as greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation,
and industrial activities. A 2020 study by NASA highlights the role of carbon dioxide emissions
(source: nasa.gov/climatechange)."

Academic-Focused Prompt: "Provide an overview of renewable energy technologies and include
peer-reviewed references or citations from scientific journals."

Response: An explanation citing studies such as "Smith, J. (2019). Advances in Solar Technology.
Journal of Renewable Energy, 45(3), 123-134."

Web-Based Prompt: "Summarize the benefits of remote work and provide links to recent articles
from reputable news websites."

Response: "Remote work increases productivity and improves work-life balance. For more details,
see Forbes’ 2023 article on the topic (source: forbes.com/remote-work-2023)."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does specifying the type of source (e.g., peer-reviewed journal, government report,
reputable website) improve the quality of references provided?

Why is it helpful to include a timeframe (e.g., "published in the last five years") when requesting
sources?

Have you encountered instances where lack of specificity resulted in incomplete or irrelevant
references?

Action Items

1.

Practice Requesting Specific Sources: Write a prompt that specifies the type of sources needed
(e.g., "Provide a summary of the effects of exercise on mental health with references from
academic journals"). Compare the response to one from a general request.

Include a Timeframe: Test prompts that require recent sources (e.g., "Explain advancements in Al
technology with references to studies published since 2020"). Reflect on how this affects the
reliability and relevance of the information.



3. Request Complete Citations: Craft a prompt that explicitly asks for detailed citations, including
author names, publication titles, and dates (e.g., "Summarize the latest research on electric
vehicles and include complete citations for the sources"). Evaluate the completeness of the
response.

By specifying the type, timeframe, and level of detail for references, you can guide the Al to provide
credible and verifiable sources that enhance the reliability and usability of the information.



How Can | Ensure the Al Generates Content Suitable for a Specific
Audience?

To ensure the Al generates content that resonates with a specific audience, your prompts must provide
detailed information about the audience’s characteristics, needs, and preferences. This includes specifying
the audience’s age, knowledge level, interests, and purpose for engaging with the content. By including
these details, you guide the Al to tailor the tone, language, and complexity of the response, making it more
relevant and impactful. Whether you’re addressing professionals, beginners, or children, a well-crafted
prompt ensures the content aligns with the expectations of the intended audience.

Examples

1.

General Prompt: "Explain photosynthesis."

Response: "Photosynthesis is the process by which plants use sunlight to produce energy." (Basic
and generic.)

Audience-Specific Prompt: "Explain photosynthesis to a 5th-grade science class using simple
language and examples."

Response: "Photosynthesis is how plants make their food. They use sunlight, water, and air to
create energy. It’s like a recipe where the plant mixes these ingredients to grow and stay healthy."
Professional Audience Prompt: "Write a report on photosynthesis for agricultural scientists,
focusing on its role in crop efficiency."

Response: A technical report discussing photosynthesis in detail, including its impact on crop
yields and potential optimization strategies.

Interest-Based Prompt: "Explain photosynthesis to gardeners who want to understand how plants
grow better with proper light."

Response: "Photosynthesis helps plants turn sunlight into energy, which they need to grow. To
maximize photosynthesis, place plants in a spot where they get enough light but not too much
heat."

Reflection Points to Think About...

How does including details about the audience (e.g., age, expertise level, interests) improve the
relevance of the content?

Why is it important to specify the tone and language complexity for different audiences?

Have you noticed how content that lacks audience-specific details can feel generic or irrelevant?

Action Items

Define the Audience: Write a prompt that specifies audience characteristics (e.g., "Explain the
benefits of exercise to senior citizens focusing on low-impact activities"). Reflect on how this
shapes the response compared to a general prompt.

Tailor the Language: Practice creating prompts that specify the tone or complexity (e.g., "Describe
the concept of blockchain in simple terms for a high school economics class"). Evaluate how this
affects clarity and engagement.



3. Include Audience Needs: Test prompts that incorporate specific goals or concerns of the audience
(e.g., "Write a guide on composting for urban dwellers with limited space"). Analyze how the
response addresses these needs.

By crafting prompts that focus on audience characteristics, language, and specific needs, you can guide
the Al to generate content that is engaging, relevant, and tailored to the people it’s intended for.



What’s the Best Way to Get a Balanced or Neutral Response from an Al?

To get a balanced or neutral response from an Al, your prompts should clearly request objectivity and
provide context that encourages an impartial perspective. This includes asking for pros and cons,
comparisons, or summaries of multiple viewpoints on a topic. Avoiding emotionally charged language or
biased phrasing in your prompt helps the Al remain neutral. By structuring your prompt to explore facts,
evidence, or diverse perspectives, you can ensure the response is even-handed and suitable for informed
decision-making or fair analysis.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Why is remote work better than office work?"
Response: "Remote work offers flexibility and reduces commuting time." (One-sided and lacks
balance.)

2. Balanced Prompt: "Compare the advantages and disadvantages of remote work versus office
work."
Response:
e Advantages of remote work: Flexibility, cost savings, and improved work-life balance.
e Disadvantages of remote work: Potential isolation and challenges with team communication.
e Advantages of office work: Easier collaboration and stronger team connections.
e Disadvantages of office work: Commuting time and higher costs.

3. Request for Multiple Viewpoints: "Summarize the key arguments for and against the use of Al in
education."
Response: "Proponents argue that Al personalizes learning and provides data-driven insights.
Critics worry about data privacy and the lack of human interaction in education."

4. Ask for Evidence: "Provide a neutral overview of the effects of social media on mental health,
supported by recent studies."
Response: "Studies show both positive and negative effects. Positive aspects include fostering
social connections, while negative effects include increased anxiety and sleep disruption."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does requesting both pros and cons ensure a more balanced response?
e Why s it important to avoid emotionally charged or leading language in your prompt?
e Have you noticed how asking for evidence or multiple viewpoints enhances neutrality?

Action Items

1. Request Comparisons: Write a prompt that compares two sides of an issue (e.g., "Compare the
benefits and drawbacks of renewable energy adoption"). Reflect on how this encourages a
balanced perspective.

2. Avoid Bias in Language: Practice rewriting prompts to remove emotionally charged or leading
phrases (e.g., "Why is renewable energy better than fossil fuels?" = "Compare renewable energy
and fossil fuels in terms of efficiency and environmental impact"). Analyze how this changes the
response.



3. Include Evidence: Test prompts that explicitly request supporting evidence or studies (e.g.,
"Summarize the pros and cons of electric vehicles with references to recent data"). Evaluate how
this improves neutrality and depth.

By crafting prompts that encourage comparisons, multiple viewpoints, and evidence-based responses, you
can guide the Al to provide content that is balanced, neutral, and informative.



How Do | Write Prompts to Generate Lists, Outlines, or Bullet Points?

To generate lists, outlines, or bullet points, your prompts should specify the format, the level of detail, and
the type of content you need. Clear instructions, such as the number of items or the inclusion of examples,
help the Al structure the response effectively. Whether you’re creating step-by-step guides, summarizing
key points, or organizing ideas, a well-crafted prompt ensures the Al delivers concise and well-organized
information in the desired format. This approach saves time and makes the content easy to understand
and use.

Examples

1. General Prompt: "Tell me ways to save energy."
Response: A paragraph of general ideas, but it may lack clear structure or specific suggestions.
2. List-Focused Prompt: "List 5 practical ways to save energy at home."
Response:
e Turn off lights when not in use.
e Use energy-efficient appliances.
e Seal windows and doors to prevent drafts.
Install a programmable thermostat.
e Unplug devices when not in use.
3. Outline-Focused Prompt: "Create an outline for a presentation on the benefits of remote work."
Response:
¢ Introduction: Definition and growing trend of remote work.
e Main Benefits:
o Flexibility for employees.
o Cost savings for companies.
o Improved work-life balance.
e Challenges:
o Communication barriers.
o Maintaining team cohesion.
e Conclusion: Future of remote work.
4. Bullet Point Prompt: "Summarize the key features of electric cars in bullet points.
Response:
e Zero emissions, environmentally friendly.
Quiet operation.
Lower running costs compared to gas vehicles.
Advanced features like regenerative braking.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e How does specifying the desired format (e.g., list, outline, bullet points) improve the clarity and
structure of the response?

e  Why s it helpful to define the scope or number of items in a list?

e Have you noticed how prompts with vague instructions can lead to unstructured or overly detailed
responses?

Action Items



1. Specify the Format: Write a prompt that clearly specifies the desired output format (e.g., "Provide
a 5-point list of tips for better time management"). Compare it to a general request to see how
structure improves the response.

2. Set Parameters: Test a prompt that includes parameters such as the number of items or level of
detail (e.g., "Create a 3-level outline for a report on climate change"). Reflect on how these
constraints shape the response.

3. Request Bullet Points with Explanations: Craft a prompt that combines bullet points with brief
explanations (e.g., "List the key benefits of meditation, with one sentence explaining each").
Analyze how this adds depth to the response.

By clearly defining the format, scope, and structure in your prompts, you can guide the Al to produce well-
organized lists, outlines, or bullet points that are concise, practical, and easy to use.



How Do | Know if ChatGPT or Other Al Is Lying or 'Making Stuff Up'?

Al systems like ChatGPT do not lie intentionally but can sometimes provide incorrect or fabricated
information, often referred to as "hallucinations." These errors occur because the Al generates responses
based on patterns in the data it was trained on, rather than checking facts in real time. Without access to
real-time databases or sources, the Al might confidently present false information as true. To identify when
the Al is making something up, you need to critically analyze its responses, verify claims using reliable
sources, and look for specific signs such as overly detailed but unverifiable information. Understanding the
limitations of Al tools and learning how to question and validate their outputs can help you distinguish
between accurate and inaccurate responses.

Examples

1. Example of a Plausible but False Statement:
Prompt: "Who invented the telephone?"
Response: "Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876."
Verification: This is a widely accepted fact. However, asking follow-up questions like "Did anyone
else claim to invent the telephone?" reveals other historical figures, like Elisha Gray, involved in
similar inventions, enriching the understanding.

2. Example of a Fabricated Detail:
Prompt: "What are the key findings of the 2020 NASA study on Mars colonization?"
Response: "The 2020 NASA study concluded that Mars colonization would be viable within the
next 30 years, with findings published in the Space Exploration Journal by Dr. Sarah Newton."
Verification: Searching for this study and journal shows no such publication exists.

3. Example of Incomplete or Misleading Information:
Prompt: "What is the capital of Bolivia?"
Response: "The capital of Bolivia is La Paz."
Clarification: This is partially correct, as Bolivia has two capitals: La Paz (administrative) and Sucre
(constitutional). This highlights the importance of requesting nuanced answers.

Reflection Points to Think About...

e  Why do Al systems sometimes present false information confidently?

e How can overly specific details, such as fictitious names or sources, be a red flag for fabricated
content?

e Have you ever encountered an example where Al provided convincing but inaccurate information?
What steps did you take to verify it?

Action Items

1. Fact-Check All Claims: Regularly verify Al-generated content by cross-referencing it with trusted,
authoritative sources such as government websites, academic papers, or reputable news outlets.

2. Askfor Sources: Include instructions in your prompt to request verifiable references (e.g., "Explain
the greenhouse effect and include links to scientific studies"). Use these sources to validate the
response.



3. Test for Plausibility: When an Al response feels too specific or surprising, ask follow-up questions
or rephrase the prompt for a second response. Compare the results and check whether they align
with established facts.

By understanding how Al generates its answers and being diligent in cross-checking its claims, you can
identify fabricated or inaccurate information, ensuring you rely only on accurate, trustworthy content.
Remember that while Al is a powerful tool, it should always be used alongside critical thinking and
independent verification.



How Can | Format Prompts to Maximize the Likelihood of Getting a ‘True’
and Valid Response?

While crafting clear and specific prompts increases the likelihood of receiving accurate responses, it's
equally important to actively guide the Al toward fact-checked and verified information. Al models like
ChatGPT sometimes generate "hallucinated" responses—confident but inaccurate statements—because
they are designed to produce plausible answers, not independently verify them. To minimize this risk, your
prompts should explicitly request verified information, prioritize reputable sources, and encourage
clarifying questions when the Al is unsure. Understanding the limitations of Al and taking proactive
measures in your prompt design will help you get more accurate and reliable results.

Best Practices for Crafting Prompts That Ensure Valid Responses

1. Request Verified Information: Clearly state that you want responses based on trusted sources.
Example:
e  Weak Prompt: "What are the health benefits of coffee?"
e Strong Prompt: "List the health benefits of coffee according to peer-reviewed studies or
trusted health organizations like the WHO or CDC."
2. Prioritize Source Attribution: Ask the Al to cite its sources or explain the basis of its claims.
Example:
e  Weak Prompt: "Explain how renewable energy affects the environment."
e Strong Prompt: "Explain how renewable energy affects the environment, and provide
references to scientific articles or government reports."
3. Include Context for Validation: Frame your prompt to request responses suited for a specific
audience or purpose while emphasizing verified information.
Example:
e  Weak Prompt: "Explain blockchain technology."
e Strong Prompt: "Explain blockchain technology in simple terms for high school students, using
verified examples from reputable tech publications."
4. Encourage Uncertainty: Let the Al know it can acknowledge when it doesn’t have accurate or
complete information.
Example:
e Prompt: "If you are unsure about the accuracy of the response or lack the information, let me
know and ask clarifying questions."
5. Ask for Balanced Perspectives: Request pros, cons, or multiple viewpoints along with supporting
evidence.
Example:
e Prompt: "Provide a balanced overview of the benefits and challenges of Al in healthcare, with
references to recent studies."
6. Avoid Ambiguity: Write prompts that remove room for misinterpretation by specifying what you
don’t want.
Example:
e Prompt: "Explain the key causes of climate change, but do not speculate or provide unverified
theories."

Examples of Effective Prompts



1. Requesting Evidence:
"Explain the economic benefits of renewable energy and cite recent government reports or
studies from 2020 onwards."

2. Acknowledging Uncertainty:
"Summarize the findings of NASA’s most recent Mars research. If you are unsure about the details,
let me know what is unclear or needs further clarification."

3. Contextual and Verified Response:
"Describe the impact of social media on teenage mental health, using verified data from peer-
reviewed journals or reputable organizations like the APA or WHO."

Reflection Points to Think About...

e  Why s it critical to request verifiable sources when dealing with complex or sensitive topics?
e How does encouraging the Al to acknowledge uncertainty improve the reliability of its responses?
e Have you found that overly broad prompts lead to more inaccurate or fabricated responses?

Action Items

1. Explicitly Request Sources: Write a prompt that asks for specific citations (e.g., "List three benefits
of meditation, with references to scientific studies published after 2020"). Cross-check the
references for accuracy.

2. Test Uncertainty Responses: Craft a prompt encouraging the Al to admit when it doesn’t have
sufficient information (e.g., "Summarize the history of the Silk Road. If details are missing or
unclear, note them and ask clarifying questions."). Reflect on how this impacts the quality of the
response.

3. Cross-Verify Responses: After receiving a response, validate the claims using trusted external
resources. Use this feedback to refine future prompts for greater specificity and accuracy.

Additional Tips

e Be Wary of Overconfidence: If the response sounds overly detailed or specific but lacks cited
sources, treat it with caution.

¢ Request Validation Scenarios: Ask the Al to compare its response to known facts or publicly
available data (e.g., "How does this align with the findings of [trusted source]?").

e Use Iterative Prompting: Break down complex queries into smaller steps and validate each part
before moving to the next.

By designing prompts that emphasize verified information, source attribution, and transparency about
uncertainty, you can reduce the chances of receiving fabricated or inaccurate responses. Remember to
complement Al-generated content with your own critical thinking and independent verification.
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